
 



––– A word from the Chair of the Board: 

Providing Hope and Opportunity has been our aim for the last 25 

years. 

 

For the past two-plus decades, we have been working to improve 

the lives of people in Nepal. Following the April 2015 

earthquake, we shifted our priorities to assisting with immediate 

necessities and homebuilding. Our March 2016 trip was a 

wakeup call for us to focus not only building homes, but 

providing long term help with micro credit and scholarships for 

remote villages in Nepal. 

 

The Asha Project allows us to focus our efforts on providing hope 

and opportunity in three crucial areas: Homebuilding, Micro- 

Credit Lending, and Providing Education. 

 

With the Homes of Hope rebuilding fund, we are identifying 

organizations to assist in the building of 1,000 homes. With the 

Rays of Hope educational fund, we are working with our local 

partners to establish a $100,000 foundation that will provide 

scholarships and school supplies to students in remote villages. 

With the Legacy of Hope micro-credit fund, we are providing 

high impact loan that target innovative agriculture, water and 

sanitation, clean energy and more, so that we can all get closer to 

some of the poorest people in the world. 

 

With your support, we are bringing the next generation of young 

leaders into the movement, connecting them with community 

organizations in the pursuit of new ideas. 

 

Our most important achievement of 2016, however, was to start 

the Asha Project in partnership with many Nepalese and 

international organizations to reach out to the earthquake victims 

in Nepal! We would not be where we are today without the 

support of many national and international supporters. 

 

This annual report is one massive thank you note from Friends of 

Nepal- NJ and the Asha project to you. It’s your work. We are 

humbled to be a conduit of change, through you. 

 

 

Tulsi R. Maharjan, Ph.D. 



 
 
 

For a Stronger Family 

The Homes of Hope pillar of the ASHA Project laid ground 

to rebuild 1,000 homes in Nepal. In 2015, an earthquake 

leveled hundreds of thousands of homes, and left more than 

two million people homeless. From laying bricks by hand 

during the 2016 trip to Nepal, to collaborating with various 

community organizations and strategic partners, Homes of 

Hope continues to gather resources to assist in rebuilding 

communities. 
 

 

A donation of just $2000 can build 

a home in Nepal, 

gift of hope and 

providing the 

opportunity to 

family in need. 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  $75 can send a child to school for an entire year. 

For a Bright Future 

The vision of the Rays of Hope educational 

foundation is to provide students with the 

opportunity to go to school without having a 

financial burden. It is when children have the 

opportunity to learn that they understand the 

importance of education. This understanding 

ultimately will be promulgated to the next 

generation. The ASHA Project is confident 

that the small amount of money it takes to 

send a student to school in Nepal should not 

be the deciding factor in whether or not a 

child can obtain an education. 



Education and financial support, not charity, provides the surest 

way out of poverty for poor families. The ASHA Project strives 

to raise $100,000 to fund micro-credit loans to grow micro- 

credit businesses. As of 2016, The Legacy of Hope initiative is 

over 1/3 of the way to this goal. A grant application was 

submitted to the Rotary Foundation for additional funding for 

this segment of the ASHA Project. Already, over 2500 women 

in Nepal have been empowered by the micro-lending program. 

 

 

 

In five years, the ASHA 

Project’s Legacy of Hope 

micro-credit program 

hopes to lend funds to 

over 10,000 borrowers. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 Board of Directors: 

Dr. Tulsi Maharjan | Chair of the Board 

Anil Maharjan | Director of Finance and 

Technology 

Tara Maharjan | Director of Operations 

Eric Escobar | Director of Art and Design 

Partners and Supporters: 

The work of Friends of Nepal-NJ (FONNJ) is 

supported by thousands of individuals 

through project collaborations, as well as by 

these strategic partners in 2016: Rotary 

Districts 7510 and 3292 (Nepal) • The Maya 

Foundation (Nepal) • The Kushi Foundation 

(Nepal)  • American Nepal Friendship Society 

• The Rotary Foundation • Krishna Das 

Musical Group  •  United Nations Staff 

Federation, as well as dozens of volunteers and 

community members 

Friends of Nepal-NJ is a 501(c) 

organization founded in 1990 to promote 

cultural heritage and aid in economic 

development by focusing on education, 

health, and skill development 

in Nepal. For more about 

FONNJ, visit www.fonnj.com 

and www.theashaproject.org 

http://www.fonnj.com/
http://www.theashaproject.org/

